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Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 
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on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 
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We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 
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Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 



STAGE  

GOSSIP 

December 2020 

Contact Information 

Telephone no 0161 928 1113 
Email alt.theatre@msn.com 
Ticket Email ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Address 

Altrincham Little Theatre 
Oxford Road 
Altrincham 
WA14 2ED 

Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 
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timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 
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which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 
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Following the latest government information there is a faint possibility of 

reopening normally by May 2021. As things are dependent on people in 

general following advice this is just a tentative date. As a theatre we are 

dependent on our audiences coming to support us and until that is possible, 

like nearly all theatres, it is not possible to open. 

The theatre has been closed on three occasions since 1896, both world wars 

and for a year when we were rebuilding the current bar and rehearsal rooms  

in 1984. 



What is happening. 

As I write this there have been so many different sets of rules concerning 

theatres. At one point we were told we could open with all audience wearing 

masks and socially distancing. Also there could be no more than 6 people 

(actors front of house and tech’s) operating the theatre. Since then I have 

had so many conflicting rules—no singing or shouting. At one point there was 

a rule that any blown instrument (eg trumpet) could not be played in public 

by an  amateur. Then we were not allowed to open as a theatre but we can 

open as a cinema observing social distancing. Currently we cannot open at all. 

Key personnel have been going in individually to check the building and meet 

contractors so the theatre is ready to open as soon as we can safely do so.  

We hope to reopen in mid 2021 restrictions permitting, if it becomes possible 

to open earlier we will. Above is a photo taken from the last rehearsal of 

“Dead Guilty” which we were putting on as the pandemic hit and we were 

stopped. We hope to resume where we left off with this production. 

DO You Remember When? 

Whenever theatre people get together to talk they often fall into “do you 

remember when?” 

Here are a few memories from over the years. 

Support the Theatre at no Cost to Yourself 

You can help the theatre every time you order anything from Amazon. It is 

simple to do. First select smile.amazon.uk and choose Altrincham Little 

Theatre as your selected charity. After ticking the accept box every time you 

purchase from Amazon using smile.amazon.uk the theatre will receive a small 

donation from Amazon. The price you pay will not be changed. 



Do you remember the feather being 

trapped in the door and then slowly being 

withdrawn in “A Bedfull of Foreigners”. It 

took some careful planning 

The giant gnome from 

“Neighbourhood 

Watch”. We bought it 

on Ebay from 

someone in Oswestry. 

We thought it was 

concrete as it was 

advertised as a 

garden ornament. We 

made plans to pick it 

up accordingly. When 

we went to collect it, 

it turned out to be 

polystyrene and was 

originally made for a 

production at Chester Gateway Theatre.  

Gary Woodhall 

playing the 

paraplegic in “Its 

my Life”. The 

part was very 

hard not just 

because of the 

fact that he was 

constantly on 

the stage  or the 

script, but he 

had to keep still 

for the whole of 

the play. Just try 

that for an hour 

at a time, you 

will want to scratch or move because you 

are uncomfortable. 

“Snake in the Grass”. There were a few 

technical problems. When the body is thrown 

down the well we had to arrange a slide to 

offstage that could be removed for the person 

to reappear later.  We also needed to make a 

couple of battery oil lamps that could be 

switched off remotely on cue. 

The running water stream in 

“Entertaining Angels” While planning and 

designing the stream we had to get the 

flow right with no overflows. Barry 

Swithenbank, the stage director, flooded 

out his garage several times getting it 

right. 

“Last Tango in Halifax” The theatre was hired 

out for 3 days to be the Halifax Pentecostal 

Church Hall for the Christmas special 

recording. Anne Reid on the left and Derek 

Jackobi  centre. 



“The Actress” where in the scene showing 

the performance of a play within the play we 

used a photo taken of the audience of a 

previous production to form the backdrop to 

the fake stage area. 

The publicity photos for “Run For Your Wife” 

where we borrowed a taxi for the photos. 

Horses in Midstream one of the first times 

we used a photograph as the backdrop. We 

had a photograph printed up into rolls like 

wallpaper. 

The body in the 

cupboard in “Out 

of Order”. We had 

to construct a 

framework to 

support the body 

supposedly hung 

on the coat hook 

on the back of the 

door. There was a 

small ledge on 

castors for the 

actor to stand on. 

“Move Over Mrs Markham”. There was no 

mattress on the bed as characters had to 

stand on it. Leaping into it every night 

required dedication. Also feeding the bra 

through the louvred door requiring accurate 

timing to get it caught up. 

“Absurd Person Singular” where the play 

required three separate kitchen sets one for 

each of the acts. A typical Alan Ayckbourne 

set. To mention two others “Way Upstream” 

which requires a working boat on stage and 

“Sisterly Feelings” which requires a real hill. 
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