
Ian Bowden ALTRINCHAM LITTLE THEATRE 

SEASON 2018—2019                         MARCH NEWSLETTER  

PLAY NO. 4             THE ANASTASIA FILE BY ROYCE RYTON 

In 1920 a woman is dragged from a canal in Berlin.  Before 
long, rumours begin to spread that she is the Grand Duchess 
Anastasia, daughter of Tsar Nicolas II, who somehow survived 
when the Imperial family was massacred by the Bolsheviks in 
1918.  The arguments for and against the woman’s case are 
brought to life in this cleverly constructed play, part historical 
drama, part detective story, as it spans over 50 years. 

We are delighted to welcome back as Director Lisa Barker, al-
ready well known to you all as an actress and Director of last 
season’s production of Ladies in Lavender. She is working with 
a talented cast of actors, all of whom will be known to you al-
ready from previous shows. 

Chairman’s Chat  
After a few false starts we have finally placed an order for the defibrillator. We hope that it will have 

been installed before the play, there is a slight lead time of two to three weeks for ordering from the 

manufacturers. There are a few special features that it has that made it our best choice. The same pads 

and device can be used on children which is not normally possible and the device will contact us when 

it needs attention rather than having to check it every week. It has one special feature above these and 

that is CPR can be carried out while the device is analysing the results of its actions, most have to be left 

clear after shocking a patient until it has analysed the outcome. 

We were a little disappointed at the take up of free tickets for “The Taming of the Shrew”, however 

everyone who did come said how much they enjoyed it, especially the comedy in it. This was a replace-

ment for the first play of the season and the vouchers used for tickets for that play have been allocate 

to the film and are now marked as spent on the computer.  

Judging by conversations I have had the next play “The Anastasia File” looks like it could be very popu-

lar so please don’t leave it to the last minute to book and find you cannot get the tickets you want. 

Telephoning part way through the performance week and requesting an aisle seat will, unless you are 

very lucky, be unproductive.                                                                                                              Ian Bowden  

 



CONTACT DETAILS 

Should you need to get in touch with us at any time, these are the relevant contact details; 

By phone — 0161 928 1113 

By email — alt.theatre@msn.com 

Ticket sales — ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Costume Hire Service —0161 928 1113 

Charity Registration Number: 517914 

300 Club  
The results from the 300 Club draws from January and March will be announced in the 
next newsletter. Watch out to see if you were a lucky winner. I suspect we are still holding 
winning envelopes from previous draws which haven’t been claimed yet. When you come 
to see The Anastasia File, ask Ian Bowden, behind the bar, to see if he has an envelope for 
you. 
 

WARDROBE HELP NEEDED 
We were saddened recently when we heard that Marlene Keating was giving up running  

our wardrobe department. She has given us long and valuable service and we shall miss 

her. Marion Walsh will continue to run the department, assisted by some of our members, 

but we wondered if any of you would like to become involved. If so, come down to the 

theatre on a Wednesday evening from 7.30pm to have a look round and talk to Marion or 

some of her helpers to find out what is involved and how you could be of assistance. There 

are a variety of ways you could become involved—its not just a case of having to be able to 

sew. Come and talk to Marion and the others to find out just how you could help in this 

very impressive wardrobe department. 

Dial M for Murder—What the Critics said. 

 “I certainly hope this cast gets the chance to work together again, for the 

simple reason they’re seriously talented” Rick Bowen 

 “Not only should the actors be congratulated on creating a super eve-

ning’s entertainment but the backstage people also. The set and properties, 

designed by Alan Reidsma and resourced by Charles Thomas, were excellent”. 

A.C.T Reviewer 

 “this flawless revival of Frederick Knott’s classic thriller” Rick Bowen 


