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PLAY NO. 2         THE ACTRESS BY PETER QUILTER 
"The Actress dramatizes the events backstage as a colourful, 

complicated actress makes her emotional farewell perform-

ance. Various people from her life invade her dressing room 

to say their goodbyes, declare their love, roar with laughter, 

spit insults, grab a final embrace, and renew old battles". 

This play, a comedy tinged with sadness, is directed by firm 

favourite Mike Russell and features actors well-known to our 

audiences—Jane Newman, Barbara Steel, David Garner, 

Charlie Welsh, Malcolm Cooper, Lisa Barker and Kathy Rus-

sell. Definitely a play not to be missed. 

Charity Registration Number: 517914 

 In the last newsletter I spoke about a programme of recordings of West End plays that was being pro-

posed. The committee has not had a chance to discuss the details in full yet but a few productions have 

been shortlisted. The first play will be announced shortly after Christmas.  

Over the years we have been continuously improving the theatre. I have reported several of the improve-

ments we have made in previous newsletters. A lot of these jobs are done by our stage crew as well as 

building sets. Recently we have unfortunately had a series of electrical breakdowns which, if not fixed by 

our stage crew at the cost of parts only, would have cost us thousands. Recently the water heater in the 

gents toilet has started leaking and has been replaced, and as the water heater in the ladies toilet is the 

same age that is also being replaced. The dishwasher and water boiler in the kitchen have just both failed 

and need replacing urgently.  

During the last play we “lost” three coffee tokens. By lost I mean they were probably taken home. If you 

have tokens at home please bring them back – we don’t have a large supply. I am sorry to bring up what 

seems a trivial point, however we had to buy a new set of blue ones over the summer to replace the pre-

vious depleted set, which all costs us money. 

                        Ian Bowden Chairman 



300 Club 

£100 Mr & Mrs D R Copley £15 Mrs J Cooper 

£50 Mr & Mrs N Salthouse   Mr & Mrs D Eastwood   

£30 Mrs I Emery   Mr and Mrs Granger-Brown   

 Mr & Mrs R Y Ballantyne   Mr B Homer     

£15 Mrs S C Blackburn  Mrs E  Keeling   

MORE AWARDS TO COME? 

On November 18th, 8 of us will be attending the Association of Community Theatre Awards Dinner at the 

Cresta Court to hear if any of our Nominees have won the awards for which they have been nominated. 

Watch this space and we will let you know in the next newsletter who has been successful. Our nominees 

are: Witness for the Prosecution, Woman in a Dressing Gown, Arthur Hulse, Barbara Steel  (twice), 

Kathryn Fennell ,Chris Burton and Gary Woodhall . 

What the Adjudicators said about our last play 
 
Julia Taylor wrote in the Sale and Altrincham Messenger—”There are 
superb performances by Chris Burton as the uncomfortable Alec and 
Christine Perry as his wife. I especially like Janet Reidsma as the ob-
streperous Phoebe but all the cast are good and interact well. Add 
to that, a well-designed book shop set with superb sound and light-
ing and you have a winner. “ She awarded it 4 stars. 
 
The Greater Manchester Drama Federation Adjudicator was im-
pressed by the sheer amount of books on stage. “Rather than having 
a few books here and there, we could see books spilling out every-
where - on shelves, in the trunk, in boxes – and positioned all over 
the stage. Great attention to detail here from props – well done.  
This was a nice piece of comedy which kept the audience’s interest 
throughout the evening.  The technical support from staging, props, 
lights, sound and wardrobe all helped to create the right atmos-
phere for this particular play. “  
 
Rick Bowen commented that “Under the very capable direction of 

Garth Jones, Alec, Phoebe, Jamie and Mandy look and sound like a real family and there's a real au-
thenticity to their sniping and bickering. Equally convincing is Lisa Barker as "the other woman" Liz.” 
 
The Association of Community reviewer felt that “congratulations must go to the set design, props and 
sound people. The set, designed by Garth Jones and built by a small army of others, was effective as the 
living room of the flat above the book store. The background picture looking out of the window created 
an impression of height. Props must have depleted every cast member’s book shelves to fill the set with 
countless volumes of reading material. There were also some other small details, such as the sole of the 
shoe that added to the dialogue and comedy. Sound effects were spot on with their timing of the phone 
ring, and the addition of a well-known 1970’ summer song about holidaying in Spain, which added to 
the feel of the play.“ 
 
 


