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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT
We have decided on next season’s plays and they are an exciting mix as usual. When you come to the
play we will have flyers available with the play details on them. The play selection committee, who are
charged with the task of finding plays that will work in our theatre, have worked hard reading many plays
and liaising about the requirements with the stage team. We all owe a debt of gratitude to them for their
hard work, and for improving our standards year on year.
One thing people don’t often realise is that we have to obtain permission to perform a play, and that is
not always forthcoming. At least three plays that they have wanted to include in our programme over the
last two years have been blocked because professional companies are planning to do them and have exclusively booked the play. If I told you some of the plays that have been blocked in the last few years you
would be surprised. “When we are Married” is an old play but still regularly has amateur rights blocked—
similarly with “Dial M for Murder”. As soon as we have decided on our season we pay the royalties (some
£3,000 plus) to ensure that we have binding contracts to perform the plays.
I am sure you will enjoy the next season, but first we have the final play of this season “Summer End”.
Please book early as we had to turn people away last time.
Ian Bowden, Chairman

PLAY NO. 5

SUMMER END BY ERIC CHAPPELL
Our final play of the season is a light-hearted mystery that meanders, with
humour and drama, through residents’ lives in a retirement home.
Emily Baines and May Brewer share a room in the Summer End Retirement
Home. Emily’s previous room-mate, Bella, died recently but Emily believes
that Bella was murdered and points the finger of suspicion at everyone. Cantankerous, iron-willed but forgetful, could Emily be right? Has she cried wolf
once too often to be believed? Or is she imagining it all?
Summer End combines the elements of a murder mystery with a touching
and funny character study of two old ladies whose early mutual distrust
gradually changes into friendship as they face suspicion and adversity together. The Director, Lisa Barker, has a cast featuring familiar faces plus a
newcomer to our stage. Welcome to Christine Perry.

300 CLUB WINNERS

ORDERING TICKETS

These winners were drawn after the fourth
play of the season. To collect your prize,
please have a word with Ian Bowden who
can be found serving behind the bar during
the interval.

Don’t forget—the easiest way to do this is to ring us
(0161 928 1113) on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday
evening between 7.30pm and about 9.45pm and talk
to a human being about the tickets you would like. This
service starts from Wednesday April 26th.

£100

Myra Ranson

£50

D R Copley

£30

Mrs Joan Leonard

Please try not to ring on other nights or during the day.
Often there won’t be anyone at the theatre then or
they are there but are too busy to answer the phone,
and the answer-phone rapidly fills with messages.

June Peters
£15

D R Copley

The end of the book stall

Mrs D M Harding

As we told you earlier, this will be the last show when
the book shop will be in operation, so this is your last
chance to pick up a bargain or two to read in the garden during the long, hot summer they will undoubtedly promise us. Whatever your needs you may well
find the perfect answer on our book shelves—but not
for much longer.

Norman Kelly
Mrs L Pilkington
Mr & Mrs Swettenham
Rita Ward
There are still some unclaimed prizes. Check
to see if your name is on the list.

Our grateful thanks to Christine Heath for all her hard
work running the shop over the years.

NEW VOLUNTEERS
In the light of the success of our appeal for front of house volunteers, here goes with a
new appeal. We are looking for a small group of people who would like to learn how to
help with ticket orders? Requests are either sent by post or taken as phone-in orders.
These then need translating into seat allocations, tickets need printing and then placing
in envelopes ready to be posted out or left on the door for collection on the night.
Plenty of support and explanation will be given to anyone offering to assist, and we
would be grateful for just one night’s help, though to be honest, the more times you do
it the easier it becomes.
There is also a vacancy for someone to assist Susan who takes phone orders for tickets.
The phone is manned on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday evening from 7.30pm to
about 9.45pm for the two and a half weeks before the play starts. Shifts can be arranged with Susan to suit you both and I would suggest shadowing her for an evening to
find out what information is needed.
If you are interested in either of these volunteering opportunities, please ring me on
0161 881 8416 or email me at alt.theatre@msn.com to find out more.
Meg

Extra evening of plays
This is hot news, straight from the press.
On Thursday May 25th we will be presenting an evening of two One-Act plays by
well-known local authors—Duncan Battman and Rob Johnston. (See below).

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
With this newsletter you are receiving notice of our
Annual General Meeting—this year to be held at the
theatre on Wednesday July 19th.

Because they are so close to our final production, Summer End, we have decided to
sell them at the same time as those tickets.

Yes, it is rather early to be telling you of this date but
there are several reasons for this. One is to make sure
you have as much notice as possible of this important
date in our calendar. This is the night you can come
along and have your say in the running of the theatre.
Another reason is that we are already posting you your
newsletter and booking form for the next play, so by
adding this AGM notice to the envelope we can save
something like £130 in postage charges.

The One-Act play tickets will be £9, just
like all our other tickets BUT—the plays
will be presented for ONE NIGHT ONLY, so
it will be a case of first come, first served.

To make the evening into something of a social event,
we have added an extra item to the end of the
agenda—CAKE! Stay behind after the meeting to talk
to other members and enjoy a slice or two of homemade cake and a drink.

Apply in the same way as usual.

Looking forward to see as many of you there on the
night.

What they said about the fourth show of the season:
The Messenger Reporter gave this production 4
stars and commented that “the final pulsating
scene after the trial is something you will never
forget”.

The Cheshire Theatre Guild Adjudicator commented that “this evening we saw a highlydeveloped understanding of theatrical communication, underpinned by a creative use of technology. This was a sensitive and imaginative realisation and interpretation of the text; the expertise
of the company is obvious in the creation of
highly effective dramatic impact. Generous, unselfish and theatrical artistry ensured positive interaction between the actors”.
The Association of Community Theatre Show Reviewer wrote “What did impress me was the
great discipline from all onstage, especially in the
court scenes, where a great deal of the dialogue
took place. Not one person relaxed their character or detracted from the scenes being played out.
Rick Bowen wrote “this was ideal theatrical fare for ALT's intimate auditorium which so
often feels like an emotional pressure cooker”.

Let us know if you would prefer to receive a larger print version of this newsletter.

CONTACT DETAILS
Should you need to get in touch with us at any time, these are the relevant contact details;
By phone — 0161 928 1113
By email — alt.theatre@msn.com
Ticket sales — ct.tickets@gmail.com
Costume Hire Service —0161 928 1113
Our website — www.alttheatre.org
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