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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT
We are already at the last play of the season. It doesn’t seem all that long ago that
we started the season. There are still a few more events to go before the AGM. The
Greater Manchester Drama Festival One Act Festival will be held at the theatre from
the 1st to 6th June, tickets are £5 each and you will be able to see three plays a
night.
Sadly I have to report the deaths of two long standing Vice Presidents; Jean Clark
and Mrs Spriggs. Many of you would have seen Jean Clark working on front of
house, selling raffle tickets and serving coffee. Jean was also a committee member,
helping to guide the theatre’s future. Mrs Spriggs was a very long standing member.
They were both made Vice Presidents in recognition of their support contributions to
the theatre. Our condolences to their families.
I have worked on the stage helping build countless sets for 47 years and during that
time there has always been a shortage of help but currently we are at the lowest
numbers regularly helping that we have ever had. The summer season is an ideal
timer to join the set builders so why not volunteer. We can teach you everything
you need to know.
Ian Bowden
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Manchester and Salford Film Society—Season 2014/2015
MAY 11

GLORIA

SEBASTIEN LEILO

CHI/SP

2012

110M Sebastien Sebastie

The tale of Gloria, a free-spirited older woman, and her whirlwind relationship with a former naval
officer whom she meets in a club one night.
Gloria elevates your mood to such a point that you wish you could hug the screen out of sheer joy
and recognition Roger Ebert

JUNE 20

BICYCLE THIEVES
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VITTORIO IT

93M

In 1940s Rome a man and his young son desperately search for a stolen bicycle, vitally needed
for his job.
Won Golden Globe and Bafta for best foreign film 1950
Bicycle Thieves successfully fuses an emotive story with astonishing visuals and a stark social
commentary in a way few films attempt nowadays. Roger Ebert

Followed by annual buffet supper to round off the season
All enquiries regarding the M&SFS should be addressed to the Secretary; John Grieve, 17 Bradley Close,
Timperley, WA15 6SH, 0161 283 6565, secretary@mandsfs.org.uk. Annual membership £35.

GREATER MANCHESTER DRAMA FEDERATION ONE ACT PLAY FESTIVAL
This year we have the pleasure of hosting the GMDF One Act Festival during
the week of June 1st to 6th. We can’t give you the exact dates yet, or the full
list of entries as the closing date isn’t until May 1st, but we can assure you of
a fascinating set of very varied plays from a variety of groups based all over
Greater Manchester. The Adjudicator will be Meg Bray and she will comment
each night on the three plays presented. On the final night the awards will
be announced. Tickets cost £5 a night but why not buy a season ticket and
come to every night of the Festival and see all the plays on offer– you won’t
be disappointed.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Watch out for information about the Theatre AGM to be held at the end of the season.
This is your opportunity to have your say in the running of the theatre, to volunteer as a
helper in some way (we are always in need of extra pairs of hands) or even to put yourself
forward as a possible member of the theatre committee –fresh faces and ideas are always
welcome. We haven’t decided on the date yet but as soon as we do we will send you all
the paperwork you will need. Make sure you add the date to your diary.

WHAT THE CRITICS THOUGHT
THE MESSENGER REPORTER described it as a very moving drama
and wanted to give it 4 1/2 stars, but unfortunately the system wouldn’t allow her to. Though she praised all the cast
and Director, the reporter singled out young Flo Avis for special praise, predicting a successful acting future for her.
THE ASSOCIATION

OF

COMMUNITY THEATRE REVIEWER started by

praising the set

-

so cleverly designed and intricately con-

ceived . He commented that “the work and industry involved
in its creation was positively mind-blowing. Well done seem
totally inadequate.” He also had high praise for Jackie Wheble, the Director, who built up a feeling of “oneness” in her
cast that produced performances which came not just from
the heart but from each other’s soul as well. She amalgamated sound and lighting effects with shadows and smoke,
and the quite amazing set as background for her actors to tell
their story against, and told her she could be justly proud of
what she created.
THE CHESHIRE THEATRE GUILD ADJUDICATOR described the production as a thought-provoking piece of
theatre that was excellently acted and directed. She was very complimentary about all the actors, but
her highest praise was for Flo Avis as Eva, describing it as “a performance that she felt privileged to
watch!” The lighting, sound and set also came in for much praise as the Adjudicator described how significantly they had contributed to the mood and atmosphere of the whole play.
The production played to over 80% capacity and we had four school parties come to see the play—two
local and two from Wales. A fifth group was planning to come from Birmingham but unfortunately their
minibus had broken down so they couldn’t come after all. Three of the groups were studying the play
for GSCE or A level exams but the fourth party comprised over 30 ten year olds and contributed to their
study of WWII. (They enjoyed it very much.)
The picture below shows part of the set, created by Props Master Charles Thomas, which received so
much praise from all who saw it.
If you came to the performances on Monday or Tuesday then you would have seen Jane Rushton as
Helga, Eva’s mother. Unfortunately Jane dislocated her hip on the Wednesday and finished
up in hospital. Her role was taken over at about
2 hours notice by Director Jackie Wheble, who
finished the week as Helga. Fortunately Jane is
recovering well. There will be a chance to see a
brief extract from the play in July when it forms
part of the programme for the Cheshire Theatre Guild’s Awards Night being held here.

LAST PLAY OF THE SEASON
Flamboyant and handsome Gilbert wants to give Janie, an ex-striptease "artiste",
a fur coat. His ingenious idea is to get Janie’s husband, Harry, to pay a "knockdown" price for the coat while he pays the major amount himself so Janie can
wear it without any husbandly suspicions. Harry does indeed buy the coat. Not
for his wife – but for his curvaceous secretary, Sue! Soon husbands, mistresses,
lovers, wives (and gorgeous girls wearing nothing but their underwear) are entangled in a hilarious romp before everyone gets their just desserts.
This production re-unites some of your favourite actors together with Director
Mike Russell, a past master at directing farce, in an evening guaranteed to send you home aching with
laughter.

CONTACT DETAILS
Should you need to get in touch with us at any time,
these are the relevant contact details:
By phone — 0161 928 1113
By email — alt.theatre@msn.com
Our website — www.alttheatre.org
Ticket sales — ct.tickets@gmail.com
Costume Hire Service —0161 928 1113

NEXT SEASON’S PLAYS
We are not quite in a position to announce next season’s choice of plays but we can assure you that they will comprise the usual mix of comedy, farce, mystery, suspense,
drama, something old, something new ….. We will have the list ready for publication at
the start of the next play, so watch out for it. Otherwise we will broadcast it on our website, Facebook page, in the display cases outside the theatre and in the Sale and Altrincham Messenger. Keep your eyes open for it.
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