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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 
We have been very busy since “The Importance of Being Earnest”. As you will have 

seen in our publicity we had Stage Squad’s production of “The Hunchback of Notre 

Dame” just a week later. It was very successful and earned the theatre an extra 

£2000. We will have Sale and Altrincham Musical Theatre’s production of “Allo Allo” 

immediately after “Kindertransport” which again we expect to earn an extra £2000. 

Hiring the theatre out to visiting groups brings in a sizeable amount of money over 

the year, which helps with the operating costs of the theatre. 

May I give a sincere thank you to everyone who helped with the preparation of the 

stage and provided front of house support for these shows.  

Every member can play their part by attending a performance of these additional 

productions; by doing this you are helping the theatre.                          Ian Bowden 

 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW HOBBY? 

 

Now that the weather is (fingers crossed) getting warmer, how about finding a 

new hobby to occupy the longer evenings? There’s not much to watch on TV 

these days but if you come down to the theatre on a Monday, Wednesday or Fri-

day evening we can provide you with plenty of entertainment as well as an op-

portunity to help the theatre in many different ways. You don’t need any particu-

lar skills (though if you have them they will always be very welcome and we can 

put them to good use) but we can always show you what needs doing.  By the 

way, this invitation is open to everyone—male or female, young or not so 

young—there’s bound to be some way you can help. 



 Manchester and Salford Film Society—Season 2014/2015 

APRIL  11     ONCE UPON A TIME IN ANATOLIA     Nuri Bilge Ceylan     2011     TUR     157m 

A group of men set out in search of a dead body in the Anatolian steppes, but are unsure of the location. 

But as the investigation continues it proves far more trying than any of them expected. 

Won many awards world wide, including Grand Jury prize at  Cannes 2011. A mature, philosophically 

resonant work from Turkey's leading director. Liam Lacey –Toronto Globe and Mail 

APRIL 25     LIFT TO THE SCAFFOLD     Louis Malle     FR     1957     87M  

With her lover Julien, Florence murders her husband by faking a suicide. But then Julien discovers he has 

forgotten a rope outside the window and he returns to remove it….An incredible piece of cinema… the 

score by Miles Davis blends perfectly. It’s a great blend of sound and sight’.   

MAY 9     THE GO-BETWEEN     Joseph Losey     UK     1971     118m 

With Julie Christie and Alan Bates. Adapted by Harold Pinter from LP Hartley's novel, the film deals with 

issues of rigid social divisions and forbidden love during a glorious late Victorian summer, as seen 

through  the eyes of 13 year old Leo, staying at a country house in Norfolk.  Won Palme d’Or at Cannes 

1971 

All enquiries regarding the M&SFS should be addressed to the Secretary; John Grieve, 17 Bradley Close, 

Timperley, WA15 6SH, 0161 283 6565, secretary@mandsfs.org.uk. Annual membership £35. 

300 CLUB WINNERS 

You can still buy shares in the scheme—see Ian Bowden after the show. 

£100   Mrs J Newton    £15  Mr and Mrs M W Brooke 

£50  Mr Peter Nawn      Mrs E Sparkes 

£30  Mrs J Newton      Mr and Mrs K J Spavin 

  Mr and Mrs P Wyche     Mrs B A  Steel     

£15  Mr and Mrs R Y Ballantyne    Mr and Mrs R Taylor 

 

Just to remind you that our friends from Sale and 

Altrincham Musical Theatre will be presenting ‘Allo 

‘Allo here almost immediately after Kindertransport. 

Their show contains all the well-loved characters 

from the original TV series and ticket details can be 

found on the flyers on the tables in the bar. 



FOURTH PLAY OF THE SEASON 

At the start of WW2, 9-year old Jewish Eva is sent 
from Germany to safety in Manchester as part of the 
Kindertransport scheme. When her parents fail to es-
cape from Germany her attachment to her foster 
mother Lil increases and a new identity starts to form. 
Not long after the war has finished, she changes her 
name to Evelyn and acquires a British passport. Over 
thirty years later, her own grown-up daughter, Faith, 
discovers some old letters in the attic and Evelyn is 
confronted with her hidden past. There are some se-
crets that she has kept ….. even from Lil. 

For this production we are delighted to welcome two 
new faces to our theatre— Grace Garside as Faith and 
Director Jacqueline Wheble—as well as the return of 
some familiar faces from previous shows. 

‘THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST’ 

WHAT THE CRITICS THOUGHT 

Sale and Altrincham Messenger’s headline was 
‘Messenger critic goes Wilde about Oscar’, and the 
Reviewer gave it 5 stars (yes—FIVE). It can’t get 
better than that! 
 
The Association of Community Theatre Reporter 
felt it was a well prepared, adventurous produc-
tion. “The cast gave peak performances which un-
derlined their skill, experience and enthusiasm and the Director’s ideas, dedication and 
hard work, combined with their individual abilities, gave the audience a most pleasurable 
evening.  It is not an easy play to direct or produce – but John Chidgey did a super job”. He 
also congratulated Polina Sparkes for painting a magnificent backcloth. 

 
Incidentally, did you see the press announcement of a 
professional production of ‘Earnest’ this summer with 
Lady Bracknell being played by none other than ….. 
David Suchet? Well, if Maxine Peake can play Hamlet, 
why not? Mind you, I can’t imagine him being better 
than our Barbara;  very different though! 



CONTACT DETAILS 

Should you need to get in touch with us at any time,  

these are the relevant contact details: 

By phone — 0161 928 1113     

By email — alt.theatre@msn.com 

Our website — www.alttheatre.org 

Ticket sales — ct.tickets@gmail.com 

Costume Hire Service —0161 928 1113 

Charity Registration Number: 517914 

NO MORE BOOKS PLEASE! 

(At least for the time being) 

In  the last newsletter, Christine  Heath, who organises our book shop on the 

upper foyer, appealed for more donations of books and CDs/DVDs, as the stock 

was beginning to run down! However, she didn’t expect you to respond quite 

so  enthusiastically and found herself inundated with carrier bags and boxes 

full of donations of new stock. These have now been sorted and put on the 

shelves, ready for sale. Next time you come to see a show why not have a 

browse—you may well find just the book to take on holiday to read while you 

are relaxing beside the pool or on the beach. 

And finally, just a thought ….. 

Why does a round pizza come in a square box? 


