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Chairman’s Chat

A happy new year to you pull out of the show. and was fully ready at the
all. The January playis  Luckily (or unluckily for ~ first rehearsal.

the hardest to produce as him) | was told over the ~ Thanks to member

the Christmas holidays  bar during the previous ~ Robert Fysh who

fall part way through the  play that Peter Lawless ~ submitted to the
rehearsal schedule. The might be interested in newsletter desk another
week before the last play | directing the play. With ~ one of his quiz’s.

was on a training course only 2 weeks to plan out ~ Unfortunately due to

in London. Part way down the production Peter agree: Space we can't include it
| got a phone caldue to  to take on the task. in this issue but it will
personal circumstances  Peter worked very hard appear in the next

the director had hadto  over the next two weeks ~ newsletter.

Au Revoir et Bonne Chance

Good bye and Good Luck was the message from us all to Nick and Beatrice Tugaut
who sadly have gone back to France after spending just over two years with us. They
had not been living in Hale long and had passed the theatre on more than one
occasion when one night seeing the lights were on pressed the buzzer. | went down tc
greet them, showed them the theatre and they fell in love with the place straight away.
So much so that they stayed on that same first evening to help on stage. From then
Nick and Beatrice became a very reliable part of our stage crew and we were
delighted when Beatrice also made her English acting debut here in the production of
‘A Lion in Winter’. Many of our members will remember them as regular front of
house helpers and they made many friends here. They hope to come and visit us agal
when they get the chance and wish to be kept informed of all that happens.

John F. Banks Hoecretary

400 Club Winners

The 400 Club was drawn on Wednesday 5th December 2007. The winners were:

£50 Miss G A M Thomas £5 Mr & Mrs F R Eades
Mrs S C Blackburn
Mrs J Jenner

Mr S Smith

£30 Miss S Hill

£10 Mrs B Coombs
Mr W R Rimmer
Mr & Mrs D Copley
Mrs A Kenney
Mr J B Swithenbank
Mr & Mrs N Tugaut

Mr F A Clague

Mr & Mrs J C Finlay
Mrs P Graham

Mrs J Copley

Mrs A M Allardice
Mrs | Emery

Mr W R Rimmer
Mrs B A Fuller
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Film Society

January 19th, The Wages of Fear( France 1953 Director HerBeorges Clouzot) run time 147 minutes.One of
the best suspense movies ever made. Four men trapped by circumstances in a claustrophobic €dcdral Am
town and desperate to escape agree to drive a truck loaded withlyiteoine 300 miles over treacherous moun-
tain roads in return for $2,000. Clouzot brings the tension to boiling point through severdeshstabe jour-

ney, including a peholed stretch where the trucks must travel at more than 40 mph to stop vibration setting off
the nitreglycerine. The film won the BAFTA and brought Yves Montand to international attention. A riveting
film.

February 8th Hollywoodland (USA 2006 Director Allen Coulter) run time 126 minutes.

The question of whether George Reeves (the original TV Superman) committed suicide or was milldgred w
down in history as one of Hollywood's greahsolved mysteries. Allen Coulter's Hollywoodland, a fictionalised
account of an investigation of the death, presents the three most common scenarios but itlaser sat.
Hollywoodland is only peripherally about the life and death of George Reeves. The film's maitechsueac
seedy P.1. who attacks the mystery and, by chasing Reeves' ghost, finds his own path to redemption.

The film unfolds along two time lines. The primary starts on June 16th, 1959 the day of George dReadhie

and continues through a period spanning roughly one week. It follows the trail of private ingetiigég Simo
(Adrien Brody), a fictionalised representation of réié¢ Gerry Geisler, as he convinces Reeves' mother to hire
him to investigate her son's passing. The official explanation of the death was suicide but Siimavand an
alternative. All the clues don't add umaybe it was murder. At first he really doesn't believe this. It's just a way
to get his name in the papers. However as he digs deeper and meets some of the principale oh¢hieecaiss

to wonder. Eventually he attracts the ire of reoimnected film mogul Eddie Mannix( Bob Hoskins), and things
go from bad to worse.

February 23rd Special showing A Taste of Honey, with an introductory talk by Dr. Allen Sennett.

This is being shown as a memorial film for the Societies President Tom Ainsworth who died in 2006.
Admission will be by ticket only and any members who wish to see this film should contact theciity sec-
retary John Grieve on 0161 928 7472.

March 8th Pan's Labyrinth (Spain 2006 Director Guillermo del Toro) run time 119 minutes.

With Pan's Labyrinth, del Toro opens a landscape where gothic fantasy elements are infusetkatbféhieor-
rors of the Second World War. Set in Spain immediately before and aBery[the film provides a window into
the mind of a young girl who seeks escape from a life that is killing her. But is this girl's roé#smhpe a por-
tal into another reality or is it a conjuration of her fairy tale obsessed imagination? OfelaBaumero) isn't
just having a bad day; she is having a bad life. Her country somamith the fascist government battling the
rebel marquis. Her father has died a victim of the fighting. Her mother (Adriana Gil), alone aoicteuol, was
forced to marry the vicious Captain Vidal (Sergi Lopez) and conceive his child. She is now reagnd of her
pregnancy and it is killing her. The potential of being left in the world with Vidal is enought®talia's blood
to ice. One day, while exploring the terrain round her new rural home, she discovers an ancistit fabyle

out of huge slabs of rock. Within live creatures of myth: fairies and fauns. Ofelia learns argaimaginshe is
the long lost princess, the daughter of the King of the Underworld. To prove her worthinessittd,teise must
complete three tasks set out for her by the faun Pan. If they are done before the next full mélbbes |-
comed into her kingdom. Perhaps the film's greatest asset is the way in which it interweavesgDéstia'with
the tale of the Spanish resistance fighters. Both are equal compelling. When one story is heusgaiaduffi-
ciently involved that we are not anxious to return to the other. This is an achievement. Thigisetrdiespecial
effects, which go hand in hand, are impressive. CGl effects are used in creating the fairiag, tredfa few
other creatures. By not overusing them and overwhelming us, del Toro prevents Pan's Labyrirgbririog
have been assembled on a computer. His actors especially young Ivana Baquero and Sergi Lopdierare exc
The term” fairy tale" can be used to describe Pans Labyrinth, however this should not go aloing éh that
this is a childfriendly film, because it is not. It contains scenes of graphic violence and images that willcause
but the most stalwart children to have nightmares. Some scenes, like the one in which a chamagértisuse
a needle and thread to close a gaping wound, may cause even adults to flinch. However thisoigssinot
what del Toro has achieved with this magical film. This is a brilliant film and | am sure it viilldmtention for
the film of the season. If you come to see it you will enjoy a great cinematic experience. ThisrfilBnOscars
and 53 other awards. Tickets can be obtained by contacting John Grieve on 0161 928 7472.
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Looking Beyond Yonder

As we used to say at college this was a ‘tough gig’. A new play is always difficult to sell

[\f‘ ’, \ and be accepted. However, unknown to the audiences, it was dogged with problems
W N throughout its 6 week rehearsal period and even the week of performance. We must be
'Q, honest with our reporting in our newsletter and this production did not set the audiences

alight every night. | think the major problem is that many people do not know the carol

/{' ‘Good King Wenceslas’ very well and so failed to pick up many of the references in the

d. first Act which were then revealed in full in the Second Act. Neither did it help that we
had key people missing during the run up to this play and, due to illness and injury, we
had to replace an actor and actress at short notice. My thanks to new member, Rebecca
French for stepping in with only two weeks to go and my cast for accepting their director
who ended up having to play not one, but two roles!! This meant a quick rewrite of the scripti(gdmimed)
to allow this to happen as, in the original script, both characters | played were on stagaraettims!

| am very passionate about theatre and getting it right. Some directors just sit back and ddabthiegt and
leave other departments to hopefully fall into place then kick up a fuss at the dress rehearita$ wheto their
liking. | like to oversee everything from day one to help all the different departments. Itsfaviotk and takes

a lot of time but unless you direct you have no idea what is involved. Someone said to me rexteihity thad

to organise three productions in a row. Sorry been there, done it, gostie. However the planning they spoke
of did not take into account cast, costume, publicity, bookings, wigs, makeup, props. (to nagveritand

the list goes on. Plus they don't have to hold down a full time job! If only one could have the fifae at

leisure.

We do it for the love of it! | do, and | would like to thank all at the Club Theatre who helpadang way in
bringing this story of mime to the stage. Special thanks must go to Barry Swithenbank and Valltahasl far
more than usual on their plate this time around in assisting me in doing just that. A specia$@izkdue to,
Alan Reidsma who not only helped getting the set built but took on the important role of HouseMantdg
whole week. Finally the cast who not only brought the different characters to life but as seoowtains
closed swarmed onto the stage to help change the sets so that the play could smoothly progress&eme to
another.

So was it worth it? Yes but it has left me drained and | have but one wish. One which | had ttdhheve:
now...oh to be RETIRED!!
John F. Banks Director

know that our assistant stage director would be

Wanted'Stage Crew delighted. The jobs are many and varied but never dull.

It would be nice to see some of our acting members
Our thanks to John Finch and lan Hills who came to come and help as many are not seen from one

help us clean up after “Yonder Peasant’ in readiness fe¥oduction until the next one they appear in!

two outside lets. Sadly these two gentlemen travel a lot

and are not often around. The point is, | know we keepye are in need of stage managers, set builders and
asking, but we have sadly lost our Stage Director at painters so please if you can spare some time let us
present and also up to 6 helpers due to illness, studiegriv or come down and see us. We have no intention
moving away. (See article on front page) of letting our standards drop due to

lack of help. If on the other hand
This has left a huge gap in our stage crew. | realise thasu know of anyone who is

a similar appeal appeared in the last newsletter but interested then please let us kno
sadly we have had no response. The stage crew, in and we will be more than happy ,i?

particular, have become very depleted and with the jnfect them with our love for this /v 7 /‘
season well under way now there is a lot to do. If youtheatre. K"a
feel that you could comen a regular basi® help | e

a
s
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The Magic Number

There is always someone who will be able to help or put you in touch with the

right person if you have any questions or queries about any aspect of the theatre.
TRE
THE CLUB THEA Feel free to caD161 928 1113
17 Oxford Road Chairman Mr lan Bowden
Altrincham Acting , Front of House Val Harris
Cheshire Treasurer Roy Burman
WA14 2ED Stage Director Paul Affleck
Costumes Lucy Wilson-Barnes
Phone: 0161 928 1113 ‘Thursday Club’ Barry Swithenbank
Email: secretary@clubtheatre.org.uk §ecretary/ Pr’ess Officer John Banks
Website: www.clubtheatre.org.uk Club Drama Val Harris

Ticket Bookings & Club Theatre Office

PreOpen Clean

Thank you to the tiny faithful few who turned up again to help us clean the theatre.
We always try to make a start on the Friday evening so there is less to do on the Sat
morning. However there are still bits to do then so you can please lend us a hand to
tackle the dust it would be very much appreciated. Thank you.

Help needed SAT morning the 26th Jan at 12.30

The End Blt men and small character, steep profits and shallow
relationships. These are the days of two incomes but
A Thought for 2008. more divorce, fancier houses, broken homes, quick
The paradOX of our time is that we have taller bU|Id|ngS trips’ disposab|e diapers’ throwaway mora"ty’ one
but shorter tempers, wider roads , but narrower night stands, overweight bodies, and pills that do

viewpoints. We spend more, but have less, buy more, t everything from cheer, to quiet, to kill. A time when

enjoy less. We have bigger houses and smaller familie: there's Iots in the showroom window and nothing in
more conveniences, but less time. We have more degri the stockroom.

but less sense, more knowledge, but less judgment, mc
experts, yet more problems, more medicine, butless Remember;spend some time with your loved ones,

wellness. because they are not going to be around forever.
_ Remember, say a kind word to someone who looks up
We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too to you in awe, because that little person soon will grow

recklessly, laugh too little, drive too fast, get too angry, yp and leave your side. Remember, to give a warm
stay up too late, get up too tired, read too little, watch T hug to the one next to you, because that is the only

too much , and pray too seldom. We have multiplied ou treasure you can give with your heart and it doesn't
possessions, but reduced our values. We talk too muct ¢ost a penny.

love too seldom, and hate too oftafVe've learned how tc

make a living, but not a life. We've added years to life n Remember,to say, "I love you" to your partner and

life to years and been all the way to the moon and back your loved ones, but most of all mean it. A kiss and an
but have trouble crossing the street to meet a new embrace will mend hurt when it comes from deep
neighbour. inside of you.

We've conquered outer space but not inner space. don Rememberto hold hands and cherish the moment for
larger things, but not better ones. Cleaned up the air, b someday that person will not be there again.

polluted the soul. Conquered the atom, but not our

prejudice. Written more, but learned less, plan more, bt Gjve time to love, to speak! to share the precious
accomplish less. We've learned to rush, but not to wait. thoughts in your mind. andALWAYS REMEMBER:
We build more computers to hold more information, to
produce more copies than ever, but we communicate l¢ | jfe js not measured by the number of breaths we
These are the times of fast foods and slow digestion, bitake, but by the moments that take our breath away.




