
Well the summer is upon 
us at last and we have 
finished one of the 
heaviest schedules of 
productions we have ever 
had. Five separate visiting 
productions in six weeks 
comprising of a total of 
six days of rehearsals and 

twenty one days of 
performance. 
Congratulations to the 
Stage crew and front of 
House for all their hard 
work over this period. 
Now the dust has settled 
we are starting on 
replacing the dress rails 

and shelving in the 
wardrobe room. While 
we are diong this we 
shall be taking the 
opportunity to sort out 
what costumes we have 
and reorganise 
 

Ian Bowden 
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I am please to announce the following awards and nominations won by the acting and 
backstage team at The Club Theatre for the 2007/08 season. 

 
Hale One Act Festival 

WINNER: 
Harris Shield for Best Director (Junior) Val Harris – ‘Sorry Wrong Number’  

Best Overall Play (Comedy) – ‘See if I Care’  
 

GMDF One Act Festival 
WINNER: 

Best Director (Junior) Play – Val Harris for ‘Sorry Wrong Number’  
Best Individual Junior – Katie McKeller for ‘Sorry Wrong Number’  

 
Greater  Manchester  Drama Ferderation Awards 

Nominations: 
Best Actress – Lisa Barker as ‘Norma’  in ‘Mr Wonderful’ . 

Best Actress – Carmel Bird as ‘Helen’  in ‘And A Nightingale Sang’ . 
Best Supporting Actor – Howard Bramwell as ‘Norman’  in ‘And A Nightingale 

Sang’ . 
Best Youth Actress (Under 21) – Katie McKeller as ‘Badger’  in ‘Toad of Toad Hall’ . 
Best Youth Actor (Under 21) - Stuart Gibson as ‘The Policeman’  in ‘Toad of Toad 

Hall’ . 
Best Youth Actor (Under 21) – Hugh Stant as ‘The Judge’  in ‘Toad of Toad Hall’ . 

Best Director – Evette Harper for ‘And A Nightingale Sang’  
 

WINNER: 
Best Supporting Actor – Howard Bramwell as ‘Norman’  in ‘And A Nightingale 

Sang’ . 
Design & Technical Trophy – ‘Mr Wonderful’  

Certificate of Promise - Stuart Gibson as ‘The Policeman’  in ‘Toad of Toad Hall’ . 
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WELL DONE!!  

TO All FRONT, 

BACK  

&  ONSTAGE. 
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Cheshire Theatre Guild Awards 
Nominations: 

Best Actress – Carmel Bird as ‘Helen’  in ‘And A 
Nightingale Sang’ . 

Best Actress – Lisa Barker as ‘Norma’  in ‘Mr Wonderful’ . 
Best Supporting Actor – Mark Dawson as ‘Mark’  in ‘And A 

Nightingale Sang’  
Most Promising Youngster (Female) – Yolanda George as 

‘Peasant the Younger’  in ‘Yonder Peasant’  
Best Production with Musical Content – ‘Toad of Toad Hall’  & ‘Yonder Peasant’  

Ron Gleave Shield for Best Lighting and Sound – ‘The Dresser’  
 

WINNER: 
Best Actress – Carmel Bird as ‘Helen’  in ‘And A Nightingale Sang’ . 

Most Promising Youngster (Female) – Yolanda George for ‘Yonder Peasant’  
Best Production with Musical Content – ‘Toad of Toad Hall’  

 
 

A lot of hard work by everyone concerned with each production from the director, fellow actors and stage crew 
has gone into the achievements shown here.  

Thanks to member Robert Fysh who has submitted  
another quiz the title which should give you a clue as 
to what the answers are! 
 
1. Wise Guys 
2. Wobbly infants 
3. Sport for a prince 
4. 100% metal 
5. Edible fasteners  
6. Mother’s local 
7. Melodies 
8. Devilish! 

9. Say it quietly 
10. A dairy path 
11. Antarctic bird 
12. Cab 
13. The dark occult 
14. Grape juice in the mouth 
15. Impressive road 
16. Lunar brilliance 
17. Sounds like something cats would eat 
18. Flowers 
19. Mutiny on here 
20. One who pairs up. 

Carmel Bird and Howard 
Bramwell in scene from 

Stuart Gibson, Katie McKel-
lar and Yolanda George with 

The last draw of the 2007/08 400 club was held on Wednesday 21st May 2008. The winners were : 
 
£50        Mrs S Parkin                                                                    £5          Mr M Granger-Brown 
                                                                                                                     Mr & Mrs R Ashley 
£30        Mrs S Hanson                                                                                Mrs J Ankers 
                                                                                                                     Mrs J Newton 
£10        Mr I Bowden                                                                                  Mrs J Copley 
              Mrs B Kennerley                                                                            Mr & Mrs G Lane-Young 
              Mr J Hanson                                                                                   S A Wheeler 
              Mrs M Stewart                                                                               Mrs J Copley 
              Miss S Hill                                                                                     Mr F A Clague 
              Mr & Mrs D Eastwood                                                                  Mr J Hanson 
                                                                                                                     Mr J B Swithenbank 
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The Film Society is back with a very full and exciting programme. Please make a note 
of the dates and contact John Grieve if you require any further details. Guest tickets are 
£5.00. 

 
 

20th September  Juno, USA 2008 Dir . Jason Reitman, runtime 92 minutes 
Cast Jason Bateman, Allison Janney, Jennifer Garner, Michael Cera, Ellen Page, J.K. 
Simmons.  
Juno (Ellen Page) a 16 year-old high school teen suddenly faced with an unexpected pregnancy, with a guy whom 
she does not even consider to be her boyfriend. Her first reaction is to see if it can be made away like a bad 
dream. But she is pragmatic enough to realise that she needs to take control of the situation. After deciding 
against an abortion she decides to have the baby adopted and finds wealthy suburban couple mark and Vanessa 
Loring who are desperate to have a child. Then the problems really start………… 

 
25th October  Water , 2005 Canada/India Dir . Deepa Metha runtime 114 mins. 
The year is 1938, India is ruled by the British, and it is around this time that Mohandas K Ghandi has arrived 
from South Africa to begin his tryst with the British, as well as battle the traditions that bind the Hindus. Not yet 
in her teens Chuyia is married to a much older and sickly male, who shortly after the marriage passes away. 
Chuyia is returned unceremoniously to her parents’  house, and from there she is taken to the holy city of Banaras 
and left in the care of a wide assortment of widows who live at “ the widows house” , shunned by the rest of the 
community. Here she meets the head of the house, Madhumati, a quiet confident woman named Shakuntala, and a 
gorgeous young woman named Kalyani – all widows. Chuyia does not know that according to Hindu Holy  
Scriptures she has been destined to live there for the rest of her life, for when a woman’s husband dies, she has 
three options; one to marry his younger brother, if the family permits, two, to kill herself on his funeral pyre, 
three, to live a life of celibacy, discipline and solitude amongst her own kind. Kalyani meets and falls in love with 
Narayan, who wants to marry her despite his mother’s protests. There are further family complications concerning 
Nayayan’s father. The question remains, can Kalyani marry the man she loves? Is Chuyia really destined to live 
the rest of her life as a widow among shunned widows? Notes source IMBd.  
(Language Hindi with English subtitles) 
 
15th November  Esma’s Secret, 2006 Austr ia/Bosnia/Germany/Croatia Dir  Jasmila Zbanic runtime 
 90 minutes cer t 15 Cast Mirjana Karanovic, Luna Mijovic 
Esma’s Secret is a terrific drama, written and directed by Jasmila Zbanic, about the lingering and corrosive events 
of war in the Balkans. Mirjana Karanovic plays Esma, an industrious single mother working in a nightclub who is 
struggling to feed and clothe her feisty 12-year old daughter Sara (Luna Mijovic). They live in Grbavica, a part of 
the Bosnian capital, Sarajevo that is surrounded by mass graves. Sara believes her father is a war martyr that, as it 
turns out is a fiction that she has been fed to protect her from a truth altogether more awful for her to grasp. 
The city and its inhabitants are shown in a period of reconstruction. But violence, though rarely visualised, is 
never far away. Gangsters, one of whom is attracted to Esma, are fighting for underworld mastery. The women 
many bereaved and still shell- shocked are trying to adapt. The film, never flash or melodramatic, shows them  
trying to find cures for the physical and mental abuse they have suffered. The two lead performances are very 
strong, with Zbanic especially moving as a mother who has left a trail of secrets and lies behind her. 
Source, www.telegraph.co.uk (Language Croatian with English subtitles) 
 
20th December La Vie en Rose, 2007 France Dir. Oliver Dahan runtime 140 minutes. Cast Marion Cotillard 
(Edith Piaf), Aylvie Testud (Momone), Pascal Gregory (Louis Barrier), Jean-Paul Rouve, (Louis Gassion) 
The story of the life of Edith Piaf, (1915 – 1963) told in flashbacks and flash-forwards in no particular  
chronological order. Her mother an alcoholic street singer, her father a circus performer and her grand mother ran 
a brothel. During her childhood she lives with each of them. Discovered at 20 singing in the streets she soon  
became famous, however she is rarely happy, her constant companions being drugs and alcohol. The downbeat 
tone of the film is lifted by the stunning performance of Marion Cotillard who truly deserved the Oscar for her 
performance.(Language French with English subtitles) 
 

Tickets can be obtained by r inging John Grieve on 0161 928 7472 Email johnpmgrieve@tiscali.co.uk 
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Well done to Mike Russell and his cast of ‘Anyone 
for Breakfast’  for finishing of the season with this 
warm comedy of errors. The play was well received 
and it was nice to see new faces gracing our stage. 
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There is always someone who will be able to help or put you in touch with the 
right person if you have any questions or queries about any aspect of the theatre. 

Feel free to call 0161 928 1113 
            
           Chairman                                               Mr  Ian Bowden  
           Acting , Front of House                         Val Harr is           
           Treasurer                                                Roy Burman 
           Stage Director  &  ‘Thursday Club’       Barry Swithenbank        
           Secretary/Press Officer                         John Banks         
           ‘Club Drama’                                         Val Harr is           
           Ticket Bookings &  Club Theatre Office              
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Please have a good look at the enclosed  orange flyers 
which gives details of our forth-
coming play season. As usual we 
have tried to give you a good 
mix of old and new and we hope 
you will enjoy each and every 
one. More details in the next 
newsletter.  

- � �. 
� � 	 "  �	 


11.Penguin 
12.Taxi 
13.Black Magic 
14.Wine Gum 
15.Quality Street 
16.Moonlight 
17.Kit Kat 
18.Roses 
19.Bounty 
20.Twix 

1.Smarties 
2.Jelly Babies 
3.Polo 
4.All Gold 
5.Choc Buttons 
6.Mars Bar 
7.Tunes 
8.Imps 
9.Whisper 
10.Milky Way 
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The End Bit will return with the next  
newsletter and thank you to the people who 
send me articles and other stories for that 
space. Nothing is printed with the intention to 
offend and if someone feels that something, in 
their view, has slipped the net (as was the case 
last season) then I apologise.  However bear in 
mind that it is often what you think not what 
you read! (The Ed.) 
 
Famous thoughts. 
 
‘Money can’ t buy you happiness– but it brings 
a more pleasant form of misery’ -Spike Milligan 
 
‘ I don’ t feel old, I don’ t feel anything until 
noon, then it’ s time for my nap’ -Bob Hope 
 
Be careful about reading health books-you may 
die of a misprint’  - Mark Twain 
 
I had a rose named after me and I was very 
 flattered. But I was not pleased to read the  
description in the catalogue: “No good in a bed, 
but fine against a wall”  - Eleanor Roosevelt 
 
‘My wife has a slight impediment in her 
speech. Every now and then she stops to 
breathe’  - Jimmy Durante 
 
‘Sometimes when I look at my children, I say 
to myself - “Lillian, you should have remained 
a virgin”  - Lillian Carter 


