
     I hope you all 

h a d  a  g o o d 
Christmas and the 
weather did not 

adversely affect your 
plans too much. It is 

at this time of the 
year that the 
dedication of the 

actors and workers 
at the theatre is 

tested the most. 
Coming out in all 
weathers to make 

sure the show 
c a r r i e s  o n .  

 
     Looking back 
over the last year, 

as many people 
do,  I am pleased 

with the progress of 

the theatre. Over the 

last year several 
theatres have had to 
cancel shows, due 

mainly to casting 
problems. So far this 

has not affected us, 
and  w i t h  t h e 
dedicated team we 

have and good plays 
to attract new actors 

this will not happen.  
 
     Looking to the 

future the next 
season (2010 to 

2011) is almost 
completely planned, 
and we will be able to 

a n n o u n c e  t h e 
programme once the 

formalities of licences 

a n d  s e l e c t i n g 

directors has been 
completed. 
     This next play is 

one that is very 
thought provoking. 

Rough Justice by 
Terence Frisby, 
concerns a man 

who chooses to 
defend himself in 

court for the murder 
of his severely 
handicapped son.  

 
     I wish you a 

h a p p y  a n d 
prosperous new 
year and look 

forward to seeing 
you all at the plays. 

Ian Bowden 
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Inside this issue: 

Who are we at the Theatre?  

Profile of the Chairman  -  Ian Bowden 
 
Being the Chairman of a theatre is not easy and is better if you have ex-
perience of Theatre.  Ian has been with us for 41 years, the last 10 as 
Chairman and as such he has had a hand in everything to do with the 
theatre. He started on the stage crew and took an interest in stage 
lighting and helped to update from the old rheostat dimmers to a 
òmodernó bank of dimmers with control panel, while at the same time re-
newing all the wiring for stage and the building. He runs the bar and also 
ensures all departments are ready for all events. He does most of the 
publicity preparation, programme setting & layout, helps with the stage 
crew, services the web site, aids with the òbooksó , liases with the Film 
Society, cleans the theatre, helps with Club Drama & CYDS and 
òcontrolsó  the committee meetings. (what have I missed out -  PDB?) 



£100 Mr FA Clague 

 

£50 Mrs C Lucas 

 

£30 Mr JB Swithenbank 

 Mr B Homer 

 

£15 Mrs J Harvey 

 Mrs J Robinson 

 Mr K McCormac 

 Mrs SM Phillips 

 Mr K Spavin 

 Mrs J Benn 

  

£100 Winner 

Mr FA Clague 

The 300 Club was drawn on Monday 30th November 2009. The winners were:- 
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Please note the dates for the next films are in 2010, as always further information, as well as tickets, 

may be obtained from John Grieve on 0161 928 7472. 

 

16th January 2010 

36 QUAI DES ORPHÈVRES  - Olivier Marchal  - France 2004 111mins (15) 

This exciting police thriller with a case including both Daniel Auteuil and Gerard  

Depardieu almost made the programme last year, so here it is. An ultra-violent gang of 

armed robbers is terrorising Paris, so the retiring head of CID give his two lieutenants 

the job of bringing them down by whatever means necessary. However, the two men are 

rivals and one of them is ruthlessly ambitious. 

ñA worthy addition to French police tradition, in which the actions of both main  

characters are morally ambiguous.ò Empire. 

 

6th February 2010 

OF TIME AND THE CITY  - Terence Davies  - UK 2008  - 74 mins (18)  

This witty, sad, beautifully visual, emotional collage of documentary 

footage is a homage from Davies to Liverpool, the city he loves but 

can no longer understand. The themes of Daviesôs earlier trilogyð

class, sex and Catholicismðare still there, but seemingly he is baffled 

by the lost innocence of the working class his city has become an icon 

for the whole of Britain. Daviesôs contribution to British film culture 

is unique. 

ñWhat will escape no oneôs notice is the filmôs fierce passion, which 

renders it both serious enough to argue with and rich enough to wal-

low in.ò Sight and Sound. 
 

27th February 2010 

EARTH  -  Deepa Mehta  -  India  -  1999  -  104mins (18) 

The first in her trilogy (Fire, Water). It is set in Lahore in 1947. We see the tragedy and  

bloodshed of Partition through the eyes of a 10 year old Parsee sirl. The film was banned in 

Pakistan and censored in part in India. Based on the novel Cracking India, it features romance, 

tragedy and the horrors of religious conflict  -  the film has moments of entrancing beauty, as 

well as nightmarish horror. 

ñA powerful and disturbing reminder of how a civilization can suddenly crack under certain 

pressures.ò New York Times. 

Film Society 

300 Club Winners 

The next 300 Club Draw will be held Monday 25th Jan 2010 in the Interval 
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Clap of Thunder  
 

"During a rehearsal for Macbeth  at 

Her Majesty's, Sir Herbert Beer-

bohm Tree found himself inter-

rupted in full flow by an uncued 

clap of thunder. Shading his eyes 

with his hands he peered into the 

auditorium. In a frosty voice he 

said, 'When I require the assis-

tance of our sound-effects depart-

ment you may be sure I shall ask 

for it.' After a moment's pause a 

disembodied voice replied, 'I think 

you will find that was real thun-

der, Sir Herbert.' 'Ah,' Tree replied 

pensively, 'I thought it wasn't as 

good as ours.'" 

We are still offering an e-mail service for the Newsletters and Booking Letters, to those who have e-

mail accounts and would like to receive them electronically.   

If you do wish to receive your newsletter by e-mail then please fill in the portion on the Booking Letter  

with your e-mail address and we will put this on the system and start sending for the March  play . 

When we book your tickets we are as careful as we can be 

and we also try to comply with all special requests for seats 

anywhere in the auditorium. 

In order to ensure we get things right we simply ask you to mark the booking form clearly and this in-

cludes the number of seats required in total, marked in the Box in the Row for First &/or  Second 

Choice under the required day. This should be the number of seats required not a tick please. This can 

be ñ2ò or ñTwoò as an example this will greatly assist all of us who do the seat booking. 

 

Thanks in the anticipation of your help. 

Ticket Secretary 

 

Donôt forget you may also book tickets by phone or e-mail by 

letting us know your requirement and you can collect your 

tickets on the door on the night you attend. We will, of course, confirm the seat numbers and night by e

-mail return or by a return phone call. Please DO NOT send credit card details by e-mail we will phone 

you for these and our records will then be deleted after the transaction is completed to ensure your se-

curity. 

Tickets May be Purchased By 

 

Phone on 0161 928 1113 

By e-mail on ñct.tickets@googlemail.comò 

You may remember the scaffolding 

we had up at the Theatre last season 

as we had some work done on the 

main roof. 

Well you will be seeing some more 

scaffolding in the new year because 

we need to replace the roof at the rear 

of the Theatre. This is over the back 

stage area and Charles Thomas wants 

to get rid of his Sou Wester.  

The lead flashings and gutters are 

very bad and now we must affect the 

repair  with a new roof. 

The old gable roof will be removed and a new single slope roof 

will be built in place. This will involve scaffolding at the rear in 

Sainsburyôs car park and the builders would need to commence 

as soon as possible. We are waiting for the quotes and time-

scales and we will keep you informed via the newsletter. 

What Scaffolding!! 

Reduce your “Carbon Footprint”  
Have your Newsletter & Booking Form 

sent by e-mail 

Booking Form Marking 



 

The Theatre needs to look its best when having company 
and just like almost everything else we do it ourselves.  
We also know when to ask for assistance and thus if you 
can spare an hour on Saturday 23rd Jan at 12:30 we can 
get the Theatre in spic & span condition ready for the 
curtain up at 7:40pm on Sunday. We have all the 
equipment, vacuums, carpet cleaners, dusters etc we just 
need a few willing hands to operate them and all we ask is 
just 1 hour, so Please ring the Theatre on 0161 928 1113 to 
offer your services or even mark it on your booking form 
and we will confirm by 'phone. 
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There is always someone who will be able to help or put you in touch with the 

right person if you have any questions or queries about any aspect of the theatre. 

Feel free to call 0161 928 1113  

 Chairman Ian Bowden 

           Vice-Chairman                  Steve Smith  

 Front of House Alan Reidsma  

 Treasurer  Peter Ball  

           Secretary                            Gillean Thomas 

 Stage Director  Barry Swithenbank  

 Costumes Lucy Wilson-Barnes  

 óThursday Clubô  Barry Swithenbank  

 óClub Dramaô Val Harris   

 Ticket Bookings & Club Theatre Office   

17 Oxford Road 

Altrincham 

Cheshire 

WA14 2ED 

Phone: 0161 928 1113 

E-mail: secretary@clubtheatre.org.uk 

Website: www.clubtheatre.org.uk 

Tickets: ct.tickets@googlemail.com 

T H E  C L U B  T H E A T R E  

 

The Useful Number 

Saturday Makeover 

Bringing a Visitor to the Theatre 

Are you bringing a friend or acquaintance to see one of our plays? 

Why not encourage them to join you as a member of the Theatre? 

      If you include their address details (on the booking form) we will ensure they receive 

an invite to join when we send out the booking letters and also the Membership renewal  

letter in the summer. 

      You never know they may also be budding actresses and actors or even have a  

hankering to help out backstage.  

 

We can also arrange guided tours of the Theatre, after the show, just let us know on the 

form or see Ian Bowden behind the bar.  

Publicity—Help us to Advertise:- 
Along with this newsletter you will find a leaflet advertising this play and the  

Theatre.  Please help by placing this in your car window so it can be seen by any 

passer by. We are trying to be innovative in our approach but we do need your assis-

tance. Lets make a difference. 


