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SEASON 2013—2014 NEWSLETTER No. 3

A Word From Our Sponsors

Whenever possible the theatre runs on volunteers, sometimes this manifests itself as a chance discus-
sion in the bar. This happened at the first play when one of our advertisers Martin Leah of Martin Leah
carpets was talking to Barry about the dressing rooms and offered to lay the carpets we have had do-
nated for free. Thank you Martin it has made a big improvement to the rooms. When you contact one of
our advertisers please tell them you got the contact through the theatre.

lan Bowden

SECOND PLAY OF THE SEASON

It’s Christmas and Beth Timms is mourning the death of her

omarea|  health and safety officer husband, Gordon. Beth’s sister-in-law

Altrincham WA14 2ED
www.alttheatre.org

Commie and son Martin have come to stay, determined to
ensure that she should have a stress-free Christmas, but with
Connie’s drinking problem, Martin’s emotionally volatile girl-
friend and a well-meaning vicar, this is going to be a Christ-
mas Beth will never forget!

We have a lovely mix of old friends and new faces appearing
in this play. Beth and Gordon are Rani Jackson and Paul Reid,
who appeared here in another dysfunctional Christmas play
recently. Do you recall “Absurd Person Singular”, again by
Alan Ayckbourn? Connie is played by Ann Robinson, Headmis-
tress in “Happiest Days” last season and Alan Gibson is the
vicar, well-meaning but somewhat inept. Martin and his girl-

friend, played by Robert Smith and Hannah Davies are both

N new to our stage and the play is directed by Steve Williamson,
ickets
Tel: 0161 928 1113 @ on a return visit from quite some time ago. We are delighted

email: ct.tickets@gmail.com

oty negmemion s _Amateu peromance by aranpemen i st | £ Welcome him back. Wagstaffe the family cat also features

but you will have to watch very hard to spot him.



Manchester and Salford Film Societyt Season 2013/2014

December 7th A ROYAL AFFAIR _ Nikolaj Arcel DEN/SWE/CZECH 2012 137m

A young queen, who is married to an insane king, falls secretly in love with her physician - and together
they start a revolution that changes a nation forever.

‘This is a gripping, powerfully moving and thought-provoking Danish drama with a magnificent central
performance by Mads Mikkelsen’” VIEW LONDON..

January 18th ARGO Ben Affleck USA 2012 120m

A dramatization of the 1980 joint CIA-Canadian secret operation to extract six fugitive American diplo-
matic personnel out of revolutionary Iran.

Won 3 Oscars 2013, including Best Picture.

All enquiries regarding the M&SFS should be addressed to the Secretary; John Grieve, 17 Bradley Close,
Timperley, WA15 6SH, 0161 283 6565, secretary@mandsfs.org.uk. Annual membership £35.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN TO OPERATE A SOUND DESK?

il We have recently had a new sound system installed at the theatre and |
| am assured that it is so easy to operate that anyone could do it. So, we are
offering you just that opportunity. You won’t have to learn how to pro-
gram it (unless you really want to, in which case | am sure that could be
arranged). At the moment we are looking for someone interested in learn-
ing how to push the right buttons at the right time to ensure that the

sound effects appear exactly when they are needed. We have all got hor-
ror stories of being on stage waiting for a telephone to ring when suddenly there is a ring of the door bell
instead (not on our stage | hasten to assure you). In the near future we will also be installing a new light-
ing board and the same offer will be made then to anyone wanting to learn to operate that as well.

Ring our Stage Director, Barry Swithenbank, 0161 312 5736 or 07985 915 514 if you would like further
information. In the last newsletter we asked for ideas for plays we could present here in the future and
for volunteers to help choose and cast plays. We had an excellent response to both requests—15 titles of
plays were suggested and we are seriously considering them, though unfortunately we are unlikely to be
able to stage at least two of them because of the size of the casts involved. We also had 4 offers of inter-
est in joining our Play Selection and Casting Committee. Let’s see if this new request for help gets the

same sort of response.

It’s a bit early but may we take this opportunity to
wish you, well in advance, a Happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year.




GOOD HOME WANTED

Rudolph, (shown here), will be starring in our next play.

Regrettably he will then be made redundant, so we will be
offering him for sale as a Christmas decoration, for the re-
markably cheap price of only £15.

He will be available from Monday December 8th.

Please see one of the front of house staff if you are inter-
ested in giving Rudolph a good home.

DO YOU SHOP ONLINE?

If so, you could help us raise funds for the theatre.

We have registered with www.easyfundraising.org.uk.

If you shop online, a number of companies will give a donation to your chosen charity
when you buy from their websites. These include big names like John Lewis, Amazon,
B&Q, Tesco, Waitrose and many more. You will need to log onto the easyfundraising web-
site, click on ‘support a good cause’ and then type in ‘Altrincham Little Theatre’. Instruc-
tions are quite clear from then on but do install the toolbar, because it comes up each
time you log onto the registered companies to remind you to tell them to make a per-
centage donation! They are only small donations of course but if we all do it who knows?

So get shopping!

BOOKING TICKETS:

Just to remind you.

There are a variety of ways of booking seats for our shows. You can fill in the enclosed booking form and
post it back, enclosing a s.a.e., but this costs you money for the stamps. You can put your booking form
through the theatre letter box and collect your tickets on the door when you come to see the play. This
doesn’t cost you anything. You can use the online booking facility at ct.tickets@gmail.com or on our web-
site, www.alttheatre.org but you need access to a computer for this. Both of these are free as well. Or fi-
nally, you can ring us between 7.45pm and 9.15pm on Monday , Wednesday or Friday evenings and talk
to one of us. This costs one phone call but you don’t need a computer for it.



THE DAY AFTER THE FAIR

% Sale and Altrincham Messenger: “Another triumph ...” “this de-

i lightful cameo deserves 4 and 1/2 stars”.

”n lII

% GMIDF Adjudicator: “The set was nothing short of stunning.

& Association of Community Theatre Show Report: “The set was

8 what we have become used to being offered by your company—
quite outstanding.” “Congratulations to Garth and his cast. They

all provided a memorable evening for their audiences.”

It is difficult to know what to add, but | will leave the last word to one of our audience: “| just wanted to
say how brilliant | thought The Day After the Fair was last night. Granted, | am biased as | am Madeleine's
dad! The whole cast were excellent, conveying the emotion and pain of Edith and Anna in particular so
well. At times it was hard to believe that this was an amateur production. | also enjoyed the spirit of the
audience, many of whom seemed to be regulars. It was the first time but not the last | will come to the
Theatre!”

300 CLUB WINNERS

Well, it's actually only a 245CLUB because not enough people have bought shares in the scheme. This

means that, though we have paid out £300 this draw, the theatre has only made £190 from it. If you
would like to join there is still time. Talk to Chairman lan Bowden during the next play.

£100 Mrs Anne Shelley £15 Mrs Doreen Lowe
£50 Mrs G E Tickle Mrs June Sherry-Brennan
£30 Mrs Gloria Taylor Mr and Mrs M Smith

Mrs Mary Ballantyne Mr and Mrs M Smith

Mr David White

No, that’s not a mistake! Mr and Mrs Smith won twice in the draw.

CONTACT DETAILS

E E Should you need to get in touch with us at any time, these are the relevant
- contact details;

By phone — 0161928 1113

[=]

By email — clubtheatresecretary@msn.com

Charity Registration Number: 517914



